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INDEPENDENT REGULATORY 
REVIEW COMMISSION 

Re: Proposed rulemaking on 25 PA Code Ch. 78, Subpart C -
Environmental Protection Performance Standards at Oil and Gas Well Sites 

Dear Board Members: 

Good evening and thank you for allowing Dawood Engineering, Inc. ("Dawood") to provide 
feedback regarding the proposed rulemaking on 25 PA Code 78 Subpart C - Environmental 
Protection Performance Standards at Oil and Gas Well Sites. Dawood, a Pennsylvania based 
corporation, is a civil engineering and environmental consulting firm which provides numerous 
sen/ices to the oil and gas industry, including delineation, erosion and sedimentation control 
development and compliance, geotechnical, permitting, construction oversight, routing, and 
hydrostatic testing to name a few, 

A majority of Dawood's employees are native Pennsylvanians who have been raised to 
appreciate and enjoy the vast resources within the Commonwealth. Therefore, as a company, 
we appreciate the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection's ("PADEP") attempts 
to protect our natural resources by regulating the environmental effects ofthe oil and gas 
industry. Pennsylvania has been recognized as having some of the nation's strongest 
regulations on oil & gas development, providing greater certainty for companies seeking to do 
business here, and we support that. According to STRONGER (the State Review of Oil & 
Natural Gas Environmental Regulations) the current regulations are "well managed and meeting 
its program objectives". 

However, we are presenting today to express our concern with some of the proposed revisions 
presented by the PADEP. Our company and its employees have firsthand experience with the 
extraordinary efforts made by the operators to comply with the regulations, which protect our 
natural resources, the Commonwealth, and its citizens. As a trusted advisor to our clients in 
the industry, Dawood works with the operators to ensure worker safety as well as to adhere to 
best management practices to protect the environment. For example, Dawood works with its 
operators to design sites that will lessen the area of surface impacts. 

According to the Energy Information Administration, the Commonwealth is currently producing 
18 percent ofthe nation's natural gas. To continue to develop domestic energy and eliminate 
our dependence on foreign fuel, Dawood strongly suggests that the EQB requires the PADEP to 
technically evaluate the proposed regulations without pressure from citizen groups that may be 
unfamiliar with or unaware of the scientific facts. Dawood encourages the PADEP to revise the 
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proposed regulations in order to establish justified, practical, scientific and cost-effective 
regulations. 

Among our many concerns with the proposed regulations, we would like to highlight the 
following which pose a particular burden to our business and the oil and gas industry: 

Section 78-51(2) Quality- the quality of a restored or replaced water supply will be 
deemed adequate if it meets the standards established under the Pennsylvania Safe 
Drinking Water Act (35 RS* Sections 721.1-721.17) or is comparable to the quality ofthe 
water supply before it was affected by the operator if that water supply exceeded those 
standards. 

Dawood agrees that if an operator impacts water quality, the operator is responsible for 
restoring or replacing the water supply. However, the operator should only be 
responsible for restoring or replacing an impacted water supply to the quality of the 
water supply before it was affected by the operator. 

Section 78.52a - Abandoned and orphaned well identification, proposes that the 
operator identify the location of orphaned or abandoned wells within 1000 feet measured 
from the surface above the entire length of a horizontal well bore. 

Identifying abandoned and orphan wells is acceptable, however, this requirement must 
not be open ended. In its current form this regulation is unclear as to what requirements 
will be placed on industry and has the potential for undue and unnecessary added 
expense. 

• Section 78.15(g) requires the operator to protect public resources, but the regulations 
do not provide the criteria for protecting the public resources. 

Dawood suggests that the proposed regulations be revised to clarify words such as 
corridor (Section 78>15(1)1(ii)), discrete areas (Section 78.15(1)4)9 etc. 

• As with other regulatory programs (e.g., RCRA), the regulations should provide 
language that allows the operators to rely on generator knowledge for disposal purposes 
in lieu of continued chemical analysis of materials generated on site. 

In closing, Dawood urges the EQB to reconsider the proposed regulations. Modifying and 
revising the Oil & Gas regulations at this time without providing scientifically sound and clear 
language would be detrimental to the EQB, PADEP, industry and the citizens ofthe 
Commonwealth. 

Sincerely, 

Dawood Engineering, Inc. * 

Mary Anna Babich Bony R. Dawood, PE 
Director of Environmental Services President 


